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SUBJ: FEDERAL BY-ELECTION RACE IN HOCHELAGA TIGHTENS UP 

1. SUMMARY: THE OCT. 14 BY-ELECTION FOR THE HOCHELAGA SEAT OF 
GERARD PELLETIER, WHO RECENTLY RESIGNED TO ACCEPT THE AMBASSADOR- 
SHIP TO FRANCE, MAY PROVE TO BE CLOSER THAN THE LIBERAL PARTY 
ANTICIPATED. AN UPSET LIBERAL LOSS DOES NOT APPEAR REALLY LIKELY; 
NEITHER DOES IT APPEAR TOTALLY IMPOSSIBLE. 

2. PIERRE JUNEAU, FORMER CHAIRMAN OF THE CANADIAN RADIO- 
TELEVISION COMMISSION, WAS SWORN IN AS PELLETIER'S REPLACEMENT 
AS MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS SHORTLY AFTER THE RESIGNATION AND 
ANNOUNCED BY THE PRIME MINISTER AS A CANDIDATE FOR PELLETIER'S 
SEAT IN COMMONS. WITHIN A FEW DAYS THE LOCAL LIBERAL PARTY 
FORMALLY NAMED HIM AS CANDIDATE FOR THE RIDING. HOCHELAGA HAS 
RETURNED A LIBERAL IN EVERY ELECTION SINCE (INCLUDING) 1921 AND 
WAS CONSIDERED THE SAFEST OF "SAFE SEATS." PM TRUDEAU APPARENTLY 
FELT THAT THE COMBINATION OF HISTORICAL VOTING PATTERNS, "THE 
BIG RED (LIBERAL) MACHINE'S" ABILITY TO GET OUT THE VOTE, 

JUNEAU'S REPUTATION, AND, NO LEAST, JUNEAU'S BEING A CABINET 
MINISTER WOULD OFFSET POSSIBLE LOCAL ANTAGONISM TO HAVING AN 
OUTSIDER "PARACHUTED" INTO THE DISTRICT. THIS NO LONGER SEEMS 

SO CERTAIN. 
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3. JUNEAU'S CAMPAIGNING HAS BEEN SPOTTY. FOR SOME INCREDIBLE 
REASON, HIS KICK-OFF SPEECH WAS IN AN ADJOINING DISTRICT, NOT 
HOCHELAGA. MOST RECENTLY HE HAS BEEN ADDRESSING LOCAL ISSUES, 
STRESSING HIS INTENTION TO DEAL PERSONALLY WITH HIS CONSTITUENTS 
PROBLEMS AND TO MAKE HOCHELAGA "THE MOST INTERESTING RIDING IN 
CANADA." THE REMARKS THAT GET THE MOST PRESS ATTENTION, HOWEVER, 
ARE THOSE ON THE FEDERAL-PROVINCIAL FIGHT ABOUT CONTROL OF CABLE 
TV, NOT A BURNING ISSUE IN THIS WORKING-CLASS DISTRICT. 

4. JACQUES LAVOIE, THE PROGRESSIVE-CONSERVATIVE (PC) CANDIDATE, 
CONTESTED PELLETIER FOR THIS SEAT IN THE TWO PREVIOUS ELECTIONS, 
LOSING BY DECREASING MARGINS. HE HAS THE REPUTATION OF HAVING 
KEPT HIS POLITICAL PROFILE HIGH SINCE THE LAST ELECTION BY 
SERVING AS UNOFFICIAL OMBUDSMAN IN THE DISTRICT. HE HAS BEEN 
WAGING AN ENERGETIC DOOR-TO-DOOR CAMPAIGN. A CLAIMED TORY POLL 
SHOWS HIM JUST FOUR PERCENTAGE POINTS BEHIND JUNEAU. (MOST 
CANADIAN POLLS CLAIM ACCURACY ONLY TO A FACTOR OF PLUS OR MINUS 
THREE.) HE IS GETTING A LOT OF PARTY SUPPORT, INCLUDING A 

VISIT TO THE RIDING BY ROBERT STANFIELD, PC LEADER, AND SEVERAL 
BY CLAUDE WAGNER, A QUEBEC MP IN THE RUNNING FOR THE PC LEADER- 
SHIP. 

5. NOT MUCH HAS BEEN HEARD FROM (OR ABOUT) THE NDP CANDIDATE, 
ONIAS SYNNOTT, A LONGSHOREMAN. HE MAY WELL GARNER THE VOTES OF 
ALL OF THE SOME 300 LONGSHOREMEN REPUTEDLY LIVING IN THE RIDING, 
HOWEVER, AS THEY ARE STILL ANGRY OVER FEDERAL BACK-TO-WORK 
LEGISLATION EARLIER THIS YEAR. HIS PROSPECTS DO NOT OTHERWISE 
LOOK BRIGHT. THOSE OF LOUISE OUIMET, CANDIDATE OF THE NORTH 
AMERICAN WORKER'S PARTY, ARE EVEN DIMMER. 

6. A NEW AND POTENTIALLY MORE SIGNIFICANT CANDIDACY WAS 
ANNOUNCED ON THE CLOSING DATE (SEPTEMBER 29) BY GILLES CAOUETTE, 
SON OF THE LEADER OF THE FEDERAL SOCIAL CREDIT PARTY (SC) AND 

A FORMER MP. AFTER LOSING HIS SEAT IN THE 1974 ELECTIONS, HE 
WENT TO WORK FOR THE PARTY IN OTTAWA. ACCORDING TO ONE RADIO 
REPORT, THE TORIES ARE CLAIMING THAT CAOUETTE CAME IN AS A 
"SPOILER" TO DIVIDE THE CONSERVATIVE VOTE AND ASSIST JUNEAU. 

THEY APPARENTLY REASON THE SC FEELS IT "OWES" THE LIBERALS, 

WHO SPONSORED THE MOVE TO ACCORD THE SC OFFICIAL STATUS IN 
PARLIAMENT DESPITE FACT PARTY WON ONLY ELEVEN SEATS IN LAST 
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ELECTION AND TWELVE ARE NEEDED FOR SUCH STATUS. AS AN OFFICIAL 
PARTY, THE SC GETS AN OFFICE ON PARLIAMENT HILL AND $100,000 
TO RUN IT, WHICH PAYS YOUNG CAOUETTE’S SALARY. ERGO, HIS 
BELATED ENTRY INTO THE RACE IS, IT IS CLAIMED, A PAY-OFF. 

7. COMMENT: CAOUETTE IS ALSO A "PARACHUTE" CANDIDATE, BUT HE AND 
HIS FATHER HAVE A VERY HIGH RECOGNITION FACTOR (HE HAS BEEN 
TOUTED AS HIS FATHER S SUCCESSOR AS PARTY LEADER) AND THIS 
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SHOULD BE ENOUGH OF AN ASSET FOR HIM TO SIPHON OFF SOME CON- 
SERVATIVE VOTES AS THE PC FEAR. IT WOULD THEREFORE SEEM UNLIKELY 
THAT AN UPSET SUCH AS A PC VICTORY WILL TAKE PLACE. NONETHELESS, 

THE MARGIN MAY BE TOO CLOSE FOR LIBERAL PARTY COMFORT, AND A 
LIBERAL DEFEAT IS NOT IMPOSSIBLE. SHOULD IT OCCUR, (OR EVEN 
SHOULD JUNEAU JUST SQUEAK IN), IT WILL BE GIVEN GREAT POLITICAL 
SIGNIFICANCE AS A REFLECTION OF DISENCHANTMENT WITH THE LIBERALS, 

RATHER THAN AS A DEFEAT OF JUNEAU HIMSELF. 

HARPER 
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